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Congregational Care

FPC lost two longtime members recently. On October 17 Jean Peskey, who has resided in Arizona for many
years, passed away. Jean joined FPC in 1956 and had served as a Trustee. On November 15 Marilyn Johanos
died. Marilyn originally joined FPC in 1960, moved to Utah and joined again in 1985. She is the mother of
member Stacey Lensch. Our sympathy is extended to the families of both these faithful members.

Condolences are also extended to Darrel Oldenburger and his family at the death of his granddaughter Nichole;
to John & Jackie Heim on the death of his mother; to Julie Wallace who lost her brother; to Patrick O’Connor
whose father died recently; to Joan West who lost her mother; and to Garry & Sandy Zalesky at the death of his
mother.

Dave Bowdish sends his thanks to the congregation for the many expressions of sympathy he received at the
time of his wife, Gayelle’s, passing.

Veda Moore would like to thank the members of the church for the beautiful quilt presented to her recently in
appreciation for her many years of service as Wedding Coordinator.

If you wish a ride to church on Sundays, please contact Deacon Jean Bailey by 4:00 pm on Friday afternoon.
She will make the necessary arrangements for your ride. Jean’s phone number is in your directory or you can
get her number from the church office. Deacon Bailey will arrange rides to the Blue Christmas service on
December 21 and Christmas Eve. To reserve a ride for Blue Christmas, contact Jean by Monday, the 19", and
for Christmas Eve by Wednesday, the 21°.

Advent, A Time of Preparing and Waiting

Throughout Advent we will be hearing how angels visited Zachariah, Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds to
bring each a special message. Their messages were ones of hope, courage, love and wonder.
While we are hearing these amazing stories and preparing for the day the Savior will be born
among us once again, we will give you something to help you wait. There are four boxes in
the sanctuary and each box contains a different color bow representing those four messages of
hope, courage, love and wonder. You are invited to take a bow home with you as a way to remember that
Jesus Christ came and comes to spread love and peace.




Advent at FPC

Advent Services

Sunday, December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. - Traditional Worship
10:10 a.m. - Adult Forum - Humbug or Hallelujah?
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - Synergy Worship

Sunday, December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. - Traditional Worship
10:10 a.m. - Adult Forum - Humbug or Hallelujah?
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - Synergy Worship
6:00 p.m. - Children’s Christmas Program

Sunday, December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. - Traditional Worship
10:10 a.m. - Adult Forum - Humbug or Hallelujah?
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - Synergy Worship

Wednesday, December 21
6:30 p.m. - Blue Christmas Service

Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m. - Family Service
7:00 p.m. - Candlelight Communion Service

There will be a single service on Sunday, December 25, and Sunday, January 1.
December 25 - 9:00 a.m. and no Sunday School
January 1 - 11:00 a.m. and no Sunday School

HELP GETTING THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS

While the Christmas season is a wonderful time many look forward to, it can also be painful for
some. It may be the first Christmas without a dear family member who has recently died or it
may be a time that has always been difficult.

The constant refrain on radio and television, in shopping malls and churches, about the
happiness of the season, getting together with family and friends, reminds many people of what
they have lost or have never had. The anguish of broken relationships, the insecurity of unemployment, the
weariness of ill health, the pain of isolation - all these can make us feel very alone in the midst of the
celebrating and spending. We need the space and time to acknowledge our sadness and concern; we need to
know that we are not alone. Our spirits sink as the days grow shorter. We feel the darkness growing deeper
around us. We need encouragement to live the days ahead of us.

For these reasons, we will be offering a special “Blue Christmas” service, Wednesday evening, December 21, at
6:30 in the sanctuary. Come and join with us in sharing and hearing prayers, scripture, and music that
acknowledge that God’s presence is for those who mourn, for those who struggle, and that God’s Word comes
to shine light into our darkness. This is not just for members of FPC. If you know of someone who would
benefit from such a service, be sure to invite them. If you need a ride, let the office know.
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(For Your Information)

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR DECEMBER

Most Sundays the pastors use the Revised Common Lectionary for the sermon text. This collection of four
readings typically include one from the Old Testament or book of Acts, Psalms, gospel and epistle. Some
churches read all four passages each Sunday, but generally at FPC only the text for the sermon is read.
However you might find it interesting to read all of the other suggested passages.

December 4: lsaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12
December 11: Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
December 18: lsaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25
December 25: Dawn lsaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2(1-7) 8-20
Day: lsaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET

First Presbyterian Church will have a display table at the Alternative Gift Market being /1
held Saturday, December 3, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Prairiewoods, 120 E. Boyson @
Rd., Hiawatha. We will be representing W.R.A.P. (Wheelchair Ramp Accessibility Abtotioe 0ifts
Program) as our local charity in addition to the international charity, Get Children Moving with Leg Braces in
the African Congo. All contributions are tax deductible and receipts will be provided. Lunch will be served
and there will also be a bake sale and display of handmade gifts from the Ecumenical Community Center’s
SERRYV store.

nternationa

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT

Saturday, December 3, the Youth Group and their leaders will provide childcare for children
ages 4 to 11 from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. here at the church. Parents are invited to take advantage of
this opportunity to finish up (or get started) on Christmas shopping, go out to dinner, or just sit
home and relax!!!  Please pack a sack lunch for each child. A freewill donation will be

»ow &= accepted for the youth mission trip this summer. Contact Abbie Parker for more information
or to reserve a spot for your child.

IT°S TIME FOR THE ANNUAL BOOK FAIR!

Sponsored by the church library volunteers and the Children’s Christian Education
Committee, the Book Fair will be held on December 4 and 11, from 9:00 a.m. to noon each
Sunday in the Social Hall. A variety of books for children and adults will be offered, as well
as games, crafts and toys. This is a wonderful opportunity to do some easy, early holiday
shopping, and your purchases earn FPC credit for children’s books at The Book House in
Marion.
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(For Your Information)

ANGEL TREE

Share the holiday spirit by taking an angel from the tree in the Social Hall and providing a gift or two @
for a Marion Cares family. Unwrapped gifts should be delivered to the church no later than \
December 4. Please attach the angel to the package so we will know who to deliver it to. Lﬁ%&

POINSETTIAS

We will be decorating the sanctuary with poinsettias during this season of Advent. This is a
Mission Trip fundraiser so please help us celebrate the season and our outreach by purchasing a
poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved one. The cost is $15.00. You can sign up on the bulletin
board in the Social Hall. The deadline for ordering is Sunday, December 11.

COOKBOOKS FOR SALE!

Are you looking for an inexpensive gift that keeps on giving? Why not consider a copy of
the church’s 2015 cookbook? They will be on sale in the Social Hall between services on
December 4 and 11. The price is $5.00 each or two for $7.50!

| T& CooKIE TIME !

The annual Cookie Bake and Cookie Walk are coming! Saturday, December 1 0, will be the
Cookie Bake. Middle and high school students and many of their parents will be busy
mixing, baking, frosting, sprinkling and, of course, the occasional sampling. ‘
hundreds of cookies will be available for our church family to take home on Sunday,
December 11, for a donation to the youth mission trip. Please bring your own container for your
selection, if possible. Styrofoam ¢ ontainers will be available but wedd prefer to be mo
friendly . If you would like to place an order in advance, there will be a form in the Social Hall to

complete and the cookies will be waiting for you onthe 1 1",
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(For Your Information)

POT BLESS AND WORSHIP

First Light Christian Fellowship, a ministry of racial reconciliation, hosted by Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church, invites you to join them for a Pot Bless and worship service on Saturday, December 3. The Pot Bless
begins at 5:00 p.m. followed by worship at 6:45 p.m. Mt. Zion is located at 6621 C Avenue NE. Bring a dish
to share, BBQ and beverages are provided.

ROCKWELL FRIENDS & FAMILY CONCERT

The Rockwell Collins Chorus will be presenting their annual Friends and Family Christmas Concert in the
sanctuary on Saturday, December 3, at 1:00 p.m. Come celebrate the season enjoying the festive music, a
Christmas carol sing-a-long and a cookies and punch reception following.

SOuUP AND SWEETS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

The children and youth of FPC would like to invite you to this year’s Christmas program on
Sunday, December 11, at 6:00 p.m. There will be lots of singing, holiday cheer and, of course,
good food.

’ This year we are doing something different with our program. It is intergenerational. Both
children and adults can participate at whatever level is comfortable, from playing a role (animal, shepherd,
wise-person, angel), to singing in the pew!

After the program you are invited to join us in the Social Hall for soup and sweets. The soup will be )
provided — we only ask that you bring something sweet to share. We hope to see you there!

SAVE YOUR STAMPS

PW collects foreign and U.S. stamps which are sold and the money goes toward mission projects.
You are asked to save the stamps from your Christmas mail. A marked coffee can is in the kitchen
near the telephone for your stamps. Dixie Jurgens will collect all stamps (except any that have flags

on them) which do not sell. This is a YEAR LONG project so you are encouraged to continue saving

stamps for this ministry.




Internally Nurturing

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CH ILDREN & YOUTH

Sunday School meets from 10:10 to 11:00 a.m.
Please pick up your younger children at the close of Sunday School from their classrooms.
Classes are divided into Preschool, Kindergart en through 2 ™ Grade, and 3" through 5 " Grade.

Middle School & High School will meet in the Youth Basement of the Mission House from 10:10 to 11:00.

PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL DECEMBER 25 OR JANUARY 1.

HoOLIDAY WORSHIP TIMES
On Sunday, December 25, there will be a single worship service at 9:00 a.m.
On Sunday, January 1, there will be a single worship service at 11:00 a.m.

DECEMBER ADULT FORUM
Humbug or Hallelujah?
Jim Langley will present a light-hearted look at Charles Dickens’ classic story, A Christmas
Carol, and the lessons we can learn from old Ebenezer Scrooge and his ghostly visitors. Join
him in the Chapel Sundays, December 4, 11, and 18, at 10:10 am.

WEDNESDAY NIG HT ACTIVITIES  “foeast .

LOGOS will be on holiday break until January 4. ﬂ

CaMPWYOMING

Wintertainment
for 2" - 6" Graders

TeenBash

for 7" ¢ 12" Graders

December28- 30, 2016
First Presbyterian Church pays ttfords of the registration fee.
Registration fee $125, your cost $2.




Internally Nurturing

‘Pres@ferian Women

SARAH CIRCLE will meet Wednesday, December 7, at 9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall. They are using the Horizon
Bible Study for 2016-2017 entitled Who is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Mak@scember’s lesson is
According to John.The key scripture is John 9:1-7. In John we learn that Jesus is the Word of God made flesh
who dwells among us. He is the Passover lamb, the true meaning of Passover and Yom Kippur. Jesus and God
are one! John, the spiritual Gospel, tells the same story about Jesus as the other Gospels, John’s Jesus is
different from the Jesus in the other three Gospels. Join us to learn more.

MARTHA CIRCLE will meet in the Social Hall on Wednesday, December 14, at 7:00 p.m. They will be making
the top for a baby quilt as they enjoy music and snacks. There are ways everyone can help with this project.
You are invited to join them. More information will follow via email.

CORNERSTONE CORNER

The group met on November 16 for lunch at the Longbranch with 17 ladies attending. One of the original
members, Marilyn Johanos, passed away the week of the meeting and she will be missed. Because the normal
December meeting day would be a few days before Christmas, they will meet a week earlier, on December 14.
They will enjoy a complimentary soup and sandwich luncheon at Summit Pointe. All senior singles are invited
to join them at 11:30 that day. They will not meet regularly during the winter months, but will be helping the
Meals on Wheels program prepare box lunches to sell during the week of February 14. This is a Meals on
Wheels fundraiser and Cornerstones enjoy participating.

NAVIGATORS

Jim McDonough’s Holiday Grande will be at the Paramount Theater on Sunday,
December 11™. Show time is 2:30 p.m. Shirley & Tony Pantini have purchased tickets
for those attending with the Navigators. If you plan to go, but didn’t purchase tickets
through Shirley & Tony, you may be seated in the same area if you identify them when
you purchase your ticket.

Dine at Wendyds on Col |l i ns I1Rdrand5:08® 7:00npm. nesday

Navigators will receive 10% of all sales, not just what our members purchase. So p H U“’s
bring your friends, family, neighborsTake out and drive through counts, too.

OLD FASHIONED
HAMBURGERS.



Externally Serving

ADVENT IN REVERSE
Rather than counting down to Christmas, we will count up! You are invited to take a sheet of Advent labels
found at the display at the back of the sanctuary and each day during Advent place the
appropriate item with label attached in a designated collection spot or container in your home.
You may bring your items each week or bring the container of collected items on Christmas
Eve. At the 9:00 am service on Christmas morning we will sort your donations and give them to
the Food Pantry or Helping Hand Store.

CHURCHES OF MARION FOOD PANTRY
Each month the Churches of Marion Food Pantry highlights a specific need and requests contributions. In
December they would like to stock supplies of cake, bar and cookie mixes. If you wish to make a financial
contribution, make checks payable to the Churches of Marion Food Pantry. Please indicate your church
affiliation on the memo line of the check.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
In 2016 we wanted to collect items to fill at least 375 boxes. This congregation collected items
to fill an 370 boxes. It is always an amazing experience to witness these boxes being packed.
Thank you to everyone who came out to help. This year our boxes are going to Mexico and/or
Niger.

With this bounty of boxes there is an additional need of financial assistance for the $7 required
for postage for each box.

For more information, contact Carrie Dancey.

FINANCIAL NEWS

THANK You! THANK You! THANK You!
2017 pledges received as of November 30, 2016 total $316,185

PER CAPITA FOR 2017: $36 PER ACTIVE MEMBER

If you haven’t turned in your pledge yet, it’s not too late! Returning your pledge card really helps with our
planning for the coming year.

AUTOMATIC BANK TRANSFERS are available for your church contribution — just contact Barb in the office
if you’re interested.

Weekly offering envelopes are available and will be at the back of the sanctuary the end of December.

YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS need to be in the church office by noon on Friday, December 30, in order to
be included on your 2016 contribution statement.




Decembey 2016

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Sat

3

9:00 Sewing
9:00 Yarn Overs

8:00 A.A. &-Ahon

1:00 Rockwell Cho
Concert

3:008:00 Youth
Sponsor e
Night Out

4

7

9

10

2\0 SUNDAY OF ADVENT

9:00 Traditional S

9:00 Book Fair
10:D Adult Forum
10:15 Sunday Sch
11:00 Synergy Svc

6:00 Youth C.E.

7:00 Building &
Grounds

700Chi | dr e

9:30 Sarah Circle

6:30 Chancel Bellg
7:00 Chancel Cho

9:00 Sewing

1:00 Book Club

8:00 A.A. &-Ahon

9:00 Youth Cookie
Bake

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

9:00 Traditional S

9:00 Book Fair
10:00 Cookie Walk|
1010 Adult Forum
10:15 Sunday Sch
11:00 Synergy Svc

2:30 Navigators

6:00 Christmas
Program followed
Soup & Sweets

6:30 Personnel
7:00 Evangelism &
Membership

11:30Cornerstone

5:00 Finance &
Stewardship

7:00 Chancel Choi
7:00 Martha Circle

9:00 Sewing
9:00 Yarn Overs

6:00 M.S. Loak

8:00 A.A. &-Ahon

18

19

20

21

22

23

CHRISTMAS EVE 24

4™ SUNDAY OF ADVENT

9:00Traditional Sv
10:10 Adult Forum
10:15 Sunday Sch
11:00 Synergy Svc

6:00 H.S. Christma
Party

6:30 A.C.E
7:00 Mission

6:30 Blue Christmg
Service

9:00 Sewing

8:00 A. A. &-Ahon

5:00 Family Svc.
7:00 Candlelight
Communion Svc

CHRISTMAS DAY 25

26

27

28

29

30

31

9:00 Worship Serv

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

FIRST PRESS
DEADLINE

OFFICE HOURS
9:00 anit 1:00 pm

OFFICE HOURS
9:00 anit 1:00 pm

9:00Sewing

OFFICE HOURS
9:00 anit 1:00 pm

8:00A.A&AFANON

NEw YEAR’S EVE

January 1, 2017 — Worship at 11:00 am




